Jum p ed nearly 2 p ercent 

County jobless 
rate up sharply 
to 8.5 percent 


From Staff and Wire Reports 

Frederick County’s unemployment 
rate jumped 1.8 percent in January 
to 8.5 percent. 

That level was 2.3 percent higher 
than the national rate of 6.2 percent 
for January, and 2.4 higher than the 
state rate of 6.1 percent. 

The county’s January rate was 3.8 
percent higher than its January 1990 
level. 

In comparison, Carroll County’s 
January rate was 5.5 percent, down 
0.5 percent from December. Howard 
County’s rate was 3.5 percent, down 
0.6 percent. 

Montgomery County’s rate was 
unchanged at 3.3 percent, while 
Washington County’s rate was up 1.5 
percent to 10.4. 

The highes rate in the state was 
Worcester County’s 17.2percent. 
Baltimore’s rate dropped from 10 to 
9.1 percent. 

Job losses in the state were 
reported in retail, general merchan- 
dise and apparel businesses, service 
industry, amusement, agricultural 
and educational fields. 

Losses also were reported in 
Maryland in the construction and 
trucking industries, as well as in 
manufacturing. 

While the state was reporting its 
' January rates, the federal govern- 


ment was announcing national 
figures for February. The U.S. job- 
less rate rose to 6.5 percent, the 
Labor Department said, as nearly a 
half million Americans joined the 
ranks of the unemployed. 

More people lost their jobs in 
February than during any month 
since the 1981-82 recession, the* 
department said. 

February’s increase put unem- 
ployment far above the level of last 
summer, when it was holding at a 
relatively low rate of 5.3 percent. 
The nation’s jobless rate has been 
rising steadily since June. 

The persistent layoffs — about 1.6 
million Americans have been added 
to jobless rolls since last June — 
could scuttle hopes that end-of-war 
euphoria will rally consumer 
spending and help revive the U.S. 
economy, said Allen Sinai, chief 
economist at the Boston Co. 

“There have been a lot of lost 
incomes . . . You have to have the 
money to spend, no matter how great 
you feel,” Mr. Sinai said. 

The Federal Reserve, which 
moved aggressively to lower interest 
rates a month ago following a simi- 
larly bleak January unemployment 
report, apparently made a small 
credit-easing move on Friday, ana- 
lysts said. 
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A few days ago I noted the unsual jjehavior at the 
unemployment office, intending it as commentary on 
present situation of the country. Then the local papers 
carried these stories, which bear further on that. Really 
exceptional for this locale. Meanwhile there is some sus- 
picion that among the reasons for Bush’s rushing into war 
with Saddam was distracting from this situation. In recent 
days the OOP has been making loud and self-congratulatory 
boasts while condemning /democrats as unpatriotic, democrats 
are behaving timidly, saying little in defending their votes 
tc give sanctions more time to wort against Saddam. Prom this economic news 
be boasting 
not actually 
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It does relate to the suspicion about Bush IS motivation. 
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